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Summary/ Important Tips 
To make testing and debugging easier, it is important that you test each 

individual part or block first before combining the whole system together. In this way, 
you can have a clear idea where errors might occur, or fix some errors before anything 
is burned or damaged when testing the whole system.  
 
 
Baseband PCB Testing 

Our baseband PCB is very similar to the quarter one PCB1, except that we used 
different components, such as the amplifier. After we finished soldering our baseband 
PCB below are the steps we took to test its functionality: 

1. Check connectivity between components to see if the soldering is done correctly 
or if your design is correct. We didn’t do this first for our testing which latter 
cause a lot of errors and troubles.  

2. Check the voltage supplies! Voltage supplies including voltage output from the 
battery to the system, the voltage output of the voltage regulator (LM317 in our 
case), also the voltage output of the precision voltage reference (LT 1009 IC). 
This is very important because, many components are powered by those 
voltages, and if they are not correct, it might burn/damage the components. 
When doing this step, just connect the voltage regulator and the precision 
voltage reference component to the PCB to avoid any burning.  

3. Check the waveform at the output of the DAC IC (Microchip MCP4921). 
Program teensy with the triangle wave, and then connect the output of the DAC 
IC to the oscilloscope to see if the output is a expected triangle wave.  

4. Check the LPF and Gain stage. Start with inputting a low frequency (~100 Hz) 
and small amplitude(100 mV) sine wave to the gain stage input, then observed 
the waveform at the the LPF output. The sine wave you observed should have a 
amplitude greater than 100 mV, and when you adjust the pot that determine the 
gain of the amplifier, you should see the wave increasing its amplitude as well. 
Then, slowly increase the frequency of the input sine wave, until you see a 
distorted sine wave at the output to test the functionality of the LPF.  

 
When we tested our LPF and gain stage, we see a slightly distorted sine wave at the 
output even when the frequency is low, we noticed that there might be some errors. 
We replace our amplifier with new components, but still the same result. As I 
mentioned before, we didn’t do step 1 at first, actually we spending a lot of time trying 
to figure out what is wrong with our LPF and gain stage. Then, we checked the 
connectivity according to our schematic, and found that 2 resistors are suppose to 
connect to 2.5V, but didn’t get connected because of the minor design error.  
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RF PCB Testing 
Our RF board and components are extremely small, which make soldering 

much more difficult. Because being afraid that our components’ pins might be 
connected all together, the first thing we do even before testing is to look at the 
components on the PCB very carefully, to see if there is any noticable connection 
errors.  

* ​Very important. ​The checking DC connectivity step doesn’t work in the RF 
board, because many components work only with  high frequency, so checking DC 
connectivity doesn’t help.  
 
Below are the steps for testing RF PCB: 

1. Test the transmitting side/route​.  
Input a constant DC voltage at the vco input. According to the VCO datasheet, 

you can find out at frequency you should expect to see your output, and the power 
output of the VCO. For example, when inputting a 5V DC voltage to the ROS-2490+ 
VCO, we should expect to so the output at  2386.2 MHz, and the VCO output voltage 
should be 8.02 dBm (refer to figure 1). 

 
Figure 1. ROS-2490+ VCO Datasheet 

Then, go back to the design block diagram, to calculate what power you should get at 
the transmitting antenna. In our design, shown in figure 2, the output power at Tx 
antenna will be:  

      8dBm - 6dBm + 17.8dBm - 3dBm=16.8dBm 
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Figure 2. Design Block Diagram 

 
Then, connect the transmitting antenna output to the spectrum analyzer to see if there 
is a 16.8 dBm signal at around 2386.2 MHz. Figure 3 shown the result we got. (Which 
is close to the expected output.)  

 
Figure 3. Output at the Transmitting Antenna 

 
2. ​Test the transmitting side/route.  
Input a sine wave that is slightly higher than the frequency you observed above 

(which mean slightly higher than 2.2732 Ghz) into the LNA using the SMA connector 



for the Rx antenna. Check the input signal of the LNA using a Probe (this can be 
difficult and the signal you saw might not be accurate) compare it with the signal at the 
output of the LNA. If the signal at the output is stronger (higher power) than the input 
signal, this suggests that the LNA is working.​ ​Then check the signal at the mixer 
output, which it should show a wave with the a frequency that is the difference between 
the inputs of the mixer. Unfortunately, our mixer is not working and we didn’t see any 
signal at the output. If your mixer has the correct output, you can move on to the next 
testing.  
 
Testing the Overall System 

If both baseband and RF PCBs are working, now you can move on to test the 
whole system. When setting up the system be sure to organize the wires to ensure 
stable connection. It better to test the system in the lab room first. Connect the system 
output into the oscilloscope, and see if there is a wave. Also, hold the metal plate and 
walk further or closer to the antenna to see if the wave’s frequency change. When the 
metal plate is closer, the frequency is lower, and when it is far away, the frequency is 
higher. Figure 4 shown the output we observed in our system. If you don’t see a output, 
here are some debugging tips:  

1. Check all the components’ operating current and add them up. Look at the 
current that is shown in your power supply. Does it match with your number? If not, 
from those numbers, you can figure out which components are not operating.  

2. Check the input of the VCO, is that the triangle wave you want?  
 

    
Figure 4. Signal at the System’s output 



Then, you can connect the output to the audio jack and record the sound wave file. If 
you look closely to the waveform on your record sound on audacity, you should see a 
wave that is similar to what you see on the oscilloscope.  
 
After, you can test the system in the hallway to get less distraction and longer distance. 
If everything is working fine, you are good to test on the field!  
 


